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Kickapoo Valley Reserve 
S3661 State Highway 131      La Farge, WI 54639 

PH:  608/625-2960       FAX:  608/625-2962 
http://kvr.state.wi.us 

September 15, 2020 

Brian Pahnke, State Budget Director  
Division of Executive Budget and Finance 
Wisconsin Department of Administration  
101 E. Wilson Street  
Madison, WI 53702  

Dear Mr. Pahnke, 

On behalf of the Kickapoo Reserve Management Board (KRMB), enclosed is the 2021-2023 
budget request for management of the Kickapoo Valley Reserve (KVR). The fiscal estimates 
were developed in cooperation with the Department of Administration staff and meet the 
directive to reduce the previous budget appropriation by 5% in the segregated and program 
revenue accounts appropriated to this agency.  

The KRMB continues its commitment to achieving the mission of the 8,600-acre KVR property 
under the joint management agreement with the Ho-Chunk Nation in a fiscally responsible 
manner.  

Thank you for considering this request. Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

Marcy West  
Executive Director 



AGENCY DESCRIPTION 

The board is responsible for management of the 8,600-acre Kickapoo Valley Reserve located in 
southwest Wisconsin's Vernon County.  Historically, this is the site of the failed La Farge Lake and Dam 
project on the Kickapoo River in the early 1970s.  In 1999 the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers transferred 
7,400 acres to the State of Wisconsin and 1,200 to the federal Bureau of Indian Affairs in trust for the Ho-
Chunk Nation at no cost to either entity.  The transfer was predicated on the Memorandum of 
Understanding and Management Plan developed between the State of Wisconsin and the Ho-Chunk 
Nation that the property would be preserved and protected while allowing low-impact recreation and 
education. 

The board is made up of 11 citizen members appointed by the Governor; six members who reside locally 
and are nominated through local units of government, two representatives recommended by the Ho-
Chunk Nation and three direct appointments that represent education, tourism and environmental 
interests.  The board sets policy for the reserve which is carried out by four classified civil servants and 
various seasonal limited term employees. 

Since 1999, the reserve has evolved into a significant attraction for eco-tourists by offering:  hiking, biking, 
horseback riding, canoeing, camping, hunting, trout fishing, cross country skiing and special events 
throughout the year. 

General program operations are funded through the conservation fund, including maintenance of the 
Kickapoo Valley Reserve Visitor Center; support of two and three-quarter permanent positions and the 
aids in lieu of taxes paid to local municipalities.  Program revenue through visitor fees, agriculture leases, 
timber harvests, education programs, grants and special events is used directly to maintain and improve 
trails, campsites, river access, habitat restoration projects and year-round education programming.  Law 
enforcement services are provided by part-time police officers qualified and certified by the Wisconsin 
Department of Justice, and through a mutual aid agreement with county law enforcement. 
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MISSION 

The land in the Kickapoo Valley Reserve shall be protected, preserved and enhanced so that its unique 
environmental, scenic and cultural features provide opportunities for the use and enjoyment of visitors to 
the reserve.  The reserve will be promoted as a unique example of the Driftless Area Ecoregion (U.S. 
Department of Agriculture General Technical Report NC 178, 1994), and as a destination for low-impact 
tourism and education. 
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Decision Item (DIN) - 2000 

Decision Item (DIN) Title - Adjusted Base Funding Level 

 

NARRATIVE 

 

Adjusted Base Funding Level 
 

 

 

22





 
 

   
 

 
 

   

18 Project Positions Authorized  0.00 0.00 

19 Classified Positions Authorized 0.00 0.00 

20 Unclassified Positions Authorized 4.00 4.00 
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	Note: Goal totals are based on fiscal year.
	(1) Public access goals impacted by COVID-19. Visitor center remains closed as of submission of this document.



